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The Concept of Human Rights and the Ideology of Thai State: The
presentations of state ideology and human rights in civic education
textbooks after liberalization of textbook production in 1999

Pawat Phongsai,

MA in Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University

Over the Past years, there have been tensions between mainstream Thai state ideology
and those of human rights concepts. Examples include nationalist and statist ideas that
believe in national unity and interests and lead to certain limitations of citizen rights in the
name of national benefits/security that is in contrary to human rights concepts which value
human dignity and equal rights and freedoms of individuals. Construction and transmission
of both human rights and nationalist ideas are carried out partly through school textbooks.
This paper examines the transmission of Thai state ideology and human rights ideas through
civic education textbooks. It aims to discover how a school textbook manufacturer takes up
the ideology of the state and human rights ideas after liberalization of textbook production in
1999. This paper is based on qualitative analysis of civic education textbooks and curriculum,
and information from in-depth interviews with public and private textbooks producers. The
paper argues that even though the government has liberalized textbook production, the Thai
state ideology is still conveyed strongly through textbooks. At the same time, human rights
concepts have been included in civic education textbooks only after the adoption of 1997
Constitution, with the introduction of the National Education Act 1999 and the new Core
Curriculum in 2001, Thus, human rights are presented formally in textbooks alongside state
ideology. Recently, with the expansion of conservative ideology during the military
government of National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), the space for the inclusion and
discussion of human right in civic education textbooks reduced dramatically and has a much
less significant place in the textbooks.

Keywords: Thai state ideology, human rights concept, school textbooks
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