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Abstract

,n an era defined Ey eYents that continuously shaNe )uNuyama¶s 
thesis according to Zhich liEeral democracy constitutes the end of 
History� there is need for a democratic ideal that puts the role of 
ciYic action at the heart of its Mustification� ,n this article� , argue 
that -ohn 'eZey¶s democratic ideal understood as a matter of ciYic 
co�creation� Zhere democratic pursuits are continually redefined Ey 
citi]ens through solYing communal proElems � not set Ey history� 
once and for all � proYides a YaluaEle response to this need� 7o this 
end� this article reconsiders 'eZeyan democracy Ey���� presenting 
it as a transformational process� in opposition to liEeral democracy� 
��� discussing 'eZey¶s conception of actiYe citi]enship as reTuiring 
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more than mere political participation� ��� articulating 'eZey¶s  
democratic ideal as a form of applied social intelligence� ��� 
maNing e[plicit the pedagogical conseTuences of 'eZeyan  
democracy� and ��� interpreting it as a form of peaceful  
conflict resolution aiming at Ealance in inter�personal relationships� 
Keywords: -ohn 'eZey� )uNuyama� /iEeral 'emocracy� CollectiYe 
ProElem� Peaceful Conflict Resolution�

Introduction
³:e Zere recently entertained Ey a nawYe faEle of the happy  
arriYal of the end of history� of the oYerfloZing triumph of 
an all�democratic Eliss� the ultimate gloEal arrangement had 
supposedly Eeen attained� %ut Ze all see and sense that some�
thing Yery different is coming� something neZ� and perhaps 
Tuite stern� 1o� tranTuillity does not promise to descend on 
our planet� and Zill not Ee granted us so easily�´ �$le[ander 
6ol]henitsyn� as cited in %roZn� �����

$s soon as the 1ational ,nterest puElished )rancis  
)uNuyama¶s ������ ³7he (nd of History"´ there Zere douEts as to 
the soundness of its oYer�arching argument �see for e[ample� %loom� 
Hassner� HimmelfarE� .ristol� 0oynihan and 6estanoYich� ����� 
Huntington� ����� :ieseltier� ������ 7his argument� further deYeloped 
in his EooN The End of History and the Last Man �)uNuyama� ������ 
sought to demonstrate that liEeral democracy is the terminus of 
human history� ,n arguing for this� )uNuyama dreZ on $le[ander 
.oMqYe¶s rather sanguinary interpretation of Hegel to argue that  
history is directional� adYancing through stages spurred on Ey Yiolent 
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reYolutions Zhich come aEout Zhen the contradiction implicit in a 
particular historical stage Eecome e[plicit�� 7his is a teleological 
conception of history � that is to say� history proceeds toZards a  
pre�giYen finality� a telos �Hegel� ������ ,ndeed� )uNuyama¶s main 
contention is that liEeral democracy constitutes this telos� 7herefore� in 
his YieZ� liEeral democracy is the ³final form of human goYernment´ 
�)uNuyama� ����� p�[i�� )uNuyama proYides tZo types of  
arguments in faYour of this conclusion� the first is empirical� Zhile the  
second is theoretical� 7he empirical argument can Ee summed up in the  
folloZing statement�

³«a remarNaEle consensus concerning the legitimacy of liEeral 
democracy as a system of goYernment ha�s� emerged 
throughout the Zorld oYer the past feZ years� as it ha�s� 
conTuered riYal ideologies liNe hereditary monarchy� fascism� 
and most recently communism�´ �)uNuyama� ����� p�[i�

7he reason for the groZth and duraEility of this consensus� 
according to )uNuyama� is Zealth creating superiority of liEeral  
capitalist democracy� priYate property and the protection of liEeral 
rights are supposed to yield unparalleled Zealth and peace to all 
peoples Zilling to shape their polities around them� 6o far� so simple�
7he theoretical argument� hoZeYer� is more comple[�

Returning to Hegel� )uNuyama draZs on the master�slaYe 
dialectic to outline a certain conception of human motiYation� ,n his 
account� in addition to the satisfaction of needs and desires� human 

�  On .oMeYe¶s sanguinary reading of Hegel� 'escomEes ������ p���� Zrites� 
³>.oMeYe¶s@ commentary on 7he Phenomenology of 0ind presents it as an 
account of uniYersal history in Zhich Eloody strife ± and not reason²is 
responsiEle for the progress of eYents toZards the happy conclusion�´
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Eeings striYe for recognition from other humans� 7he part of the self 
that striYes for recognition� )uNuyama contends� corresponds to Zhat 
Plato called ‘thymos’ �șȣȝȩȢ�� Thymos� according to Plato ������ 
������ supplements the appetitiYe and rational parts of the human soul 
Zith a third part of the psyche that striYes uniTuely for recognition� 
On )uNuyama¶s re�reading of Hegel¶s master�slaYe dialectic� it is this 
part of the self that motiYates human Eeings to confront each other 
in mortal Eattles ³to maNe the other µrecogni]e¶ their humaneness´ 
�)uNuyama� ����� p�[Yi�� ,t Zas thus� metaphorically� in these Eattles 
for nothing more than ³pure prestige´� Zhere the outcome demanded 
that one of the comEatants die or surrender� that the original diYision 
of human society into tZo classes Eegan� ³a class of masters Zho 
Zere Zilling to risN their liYes� and a class of slaYes� Zho gaYe in to 
their natural fear of death´ �)uNuyama� ����� p�[Yii��

6till� the net result of these Eattles is uniYersal dissatisfaction� 
on the one hand� the slaYes are denied recognition �that is� they are 
not recognised as human Eeings possessing Zorth and dignity� and 
forced to recognise their masters� on the other hand� the masters are 
left less�than�satisfied Ey the recognition offered to them Ey their 
slaYes� since it is not giYen freely Ey human Eeings possessing Zorth 
and dignity� On this Hegelian YieZ� the striYing for recognition can 
only Ee fully satisfied if another human Eeing giYes it freely� 7hus� 
Ey maNing a slaYe out of another human Eeing� the master depriYes 
himself of the possiEility of Eeing fully recognised Ey that human 
Eeing� for in the eyes of the master the slaYe is then Eut ³a thing� a 
tool for the satisfaction of the master¶s Zants´ �)uNuyama� ����� 
p� ����� 7his is the contradiction inherent in aristocratic societies  
supposedly oYercome Ey Eourgeois liEeral reYolutions� 7he neZ  
social organisation that ensues offers ³uniYersal and reciprocal  
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recognition� Zhere eYery citi]en recogni]es the dignity and humanity 
of eYery other citi]en� and Zhere that dignity is recogni]ed in turn Ey 
the state through the granting of rights�´ �)uNuyama� ����� p�[Yiii � 
emphasis in original�� $ccording to )uNuyama� once Ze accept that 
striYing for recognition is the mechanism driYing history� it folloZs 
that the adYent of a political regime in Zhich mutual recognition is 
enshrined into the political and legal structures of society� through 
the granting of uniYersal rights� constitutes the end of history� 6uch a 
regime� he claimed� is none other than Zhat Ze presently call µliEeral 
democracy¶�

7here are plenty of good reasons to call )uNuyama¶s original 
argument into Tuestion� On empirical grounds� democracy and  
liEeralism no longer seem to Ee in the ascent� ineTuality and economic 
stagnation in adYanced liEeral democracies haYe eroded the sense 
of political legitimacy �%adiou� ����� 0ilne ����� 'orling� ����� � 
and led to a reneZal of nationalism �ChZalis]� ����� $dler� ����� 
=atat� ����� 6tarN ������China has demonstrated that Zealth creation 
can Ee decoupled from liEeral democracy �Handelman� ����� 7sai� 
����� Chen� ������ Russian foreign policy suggest a return to Cold 
:ar�liNe relations Zith the :est �6aNZa� ����� /ucas� ����� .andiyoti� 
����� pp� ��������� and ,6,6�'aesh hopes to constitute a YeritaEle 
ciYilisational challenger �ChuloY� ����� %lacN� ����� pp� ��������� On 
theoretical grounds� historical determinism seems� �i� epistemically 
nawYe� Eecause it is far from oEYious that our Eest epistemic practices 
can yield much support for any such grand predictions aEout the 
political future of humanity �Popper� ����� Putnam� ������ �ii� 
morally oEMectionaEle� Eecause it taNes the :est to Ee the model of 

� $lso� )uNuyama ������ himself raises this concern� 
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ciYilisational deYelopment for the entire Zorld Zithout so much as a 
passing admission that much of the :est¶s deYelopment is oZed to 
the systematic e[propriation of formerly colonised peoples across 
the Zorld �HoEson� ����� ������ and �iii� politically dangerous�  
Eecause it inYites democratic Tuiescence Ey suggesting that the  
Eiggest political Tuestion of all� that of the nature of the regime 
in Zhich Ze ought to liYe� is already a settled matter� something 
for Zhich there is no further need to imagine� ZorN� and struggle 
� it inYites the YieZ that Ze may rest on our political laurels Zhilst  
history does the ZorN for us �Rorty� ������

:hile all of these lines of criticism potentially proYide good 
reasons to re�eYaluate )uNuyama¶s thesis� it is the political criticism 
Zhich should concern us most at this point in time� 1ot only is 
liEeral democracy going through a period of precarious uncertainty 
�Hay and Payne� ������ Eut it is also struggling to eYen attempt to 
meet its most Easic promise to defend democracy and to e[pand the 
reach of human rights �see for e[ample� Coggan� ������ ,n this era 
of chronic uncertainty� it all too often appears as though protecting 
the good functioning of gloEal capitalism is more important to liEeral 
democracies than respecting the democratic Zill of their peoples 
�%auman� ������ or proYiding the political and material means 
to international authorities to engage in effectiYe peace�Neeping 
missions to protect ciYilian populations and uphold human rights 
in any systematic sense �as is perhaps demonstrated noZhere more 
starNly than in 6yria��

$midst this ZoEEling� there are opportunities as Zell as risNs� 
One such opportunity consists in deYeloping a richer meaning of 
µdemocracy¶ than mere rule Ey elected elites mi[ed Zith Eroadly 
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tolerant capitalism� ,t is to this end that� in this article� , reconsider 
-ohn 'eZey¶s democratic ideal understood as a matter of ciYic  
co�creation� Zhere democratic pursuits are continually redefined Ey 
citi]ens through the process co�creating one¶s communal life � not 
set Ey history� once and for all� )irst� , start Ey presenting 'eZeyan 
democracy as a transformational process in opposition to liEeral  
democracy� 6econd� , discuss 'eZey¶s conception of actiYe  
citi]enship as reTuiring more than mere political participation� 7hird� 
, articulate 'eZey¶s democratic ideal as a form of applied social 
intelligence� )ourth� , maNe e[plicit the pedagogical conseTuences 
of 'eZeyan democracy� )inally� , interpret this democratic ideal as a 
form of peaceful conflict resolution aiming at Ealance in inter�personal  
relationships

1. Democracy as a Transformational Process
³7here is more than a YerEal tie EetZeen the Zords 
common� community� and communication� 0en 
liYe in a community in Yirtue of the things Zhich 
they haYe in common� and communication is 
the Zay in Zhich they come to possess things in  
common� :hat they must haYe in common in order 
to form a community or society are aims� Eeliefs�  
aspirations� NnoZledge � a common understanding 
� liNe�mindedness as the sociologists say�´ �'eZey� 
MW �� p� ��

Classical liEerals held an essentially atomistic conception 
of human nature� in their YieZ� indiYiduals are not Eound Ey force 
of nature in political communities Eut Ey contractual agreement 
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reached for the saNe of mutual gain� Human nature� in this account� 
is fundamentally asocial� 'eZey cites -ohn 6tuart 0ill¶s Logic as 
claiming that ³human Eeings in society haYe no properties Eut those 
Zhich are deriYed from and may Ee resolYed into the laZs of nature 
of indiYidual man´ �'eZey� LW ��� p� ����� Classical liEeralism¶s 
conception of indiYidual human nature is thus central to its Zider 
philosophical edifice� 0ost oEYiously� it led classical liEerals to 
adYocate a conception of democracy � commonly referred to as µliEeral 
democracy¶ � ine[tricaEly linNed to laisse] faire policies �i�e� the minimal 
inYolYement of the state in economic matters� and a representatiYe 
maMoritarian representatiYe mode of goYernment �'eZey� LW ���  
p� ����� 7hus� according to their account� democracy is essentially a 
political arrangement that enaEles the aggregation of fi[ed indiYidual 
interests � Zith each indiYidual counting for one and no more than 
one � such as to yield maMorities� 7hese maMorities are understood 
to confer political legitimacy upon policies� so long as these do not  
contraYene the constitutional principles upon Zhich liEeral democracy 
ultimately rests� ConseTuently� in their YieZ� democracy is chiefly 
of instrumental Yalue since it is necessary for the resolution of inter�
personal disputes Zithout encroaching upon the rights of indiYiduals 
�de Ruggiero� ����� pp� ��������

,n response� 'eZey reMects the classical liEeral notion of  
human nature� )or him� the self is ineYitaEly social� not atomistically 
self�sustaining� the indiYidual only deYelops a truly indiYidual identity 
Ey taNing part in social relations that offer her recognition as a  
socially YaluaEle memEer of her community� in doing so� she sustains 
communal practices and thus taNes part in the manifestation of her 
community itself� He thus sees the indiYidual and her community as 
mutually constitutiYe � ³µZe¶ is as ineYitaEle as µ,¶´ �'eZey� LW �� 
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p� ����� ,n other Zords� ³society� as a real Zhole� is the normal order� 
and the mass as aggregate of isolated units is the fiction´ �'eZey� 
EW �� p� �����

7his leads 'eZey to deYelop an associatiYe and 
transformational conception of democracy� 6ince� in his YieZ� the 
indiYidual eYolYes through the co�constitutiYe dialogic relationship 
she entertains Zith her community� her interests and her Yalues are also 
the product of this Nind of relationship� $ccording to 'eZey� the moral 
EedrocN or the deeper ³meaning of democracy �«� Zas e[pressed 
Ey $Eraham /incoln Zhen he said that no man Zas good enough or 
Zise enough to goYern others Zithout their consent� that is� Zithout 
some e[pression on their part of their oZn needs� their oZn desires 
and their oZn conception of hoZ social affairs should go on and social 
proElems handled´ �'eZey� LW ��� p� ����� 7he act of Yoting for  
representatiYes and in occasional referenda offered Ey liEeral  
democracy goes some Zay toZards e[pressing this meaning� for 
'eZey� it giYes a Yoice to people at specific times to influence 
the direction of the polis� HoZeYer� in the fullest e[pression of its 
meaning� democracy giYes to citi]ens not merely the right to Yote� 
Eut the responsiEility to consider ³Zhat it is that Ze as indiYiduals 
Zant� Zhat our needs and trouEles are´ �'eZey� LW ��� p� ����� 
'emocracy thus means EestoZing upon citi]ens the capacity and 
the responsiEility to engage Zith others in the tasN of liYing liYes of 
mutual interest� $ccording to 'eZey� this is Eest furthered Ey the act 
of engaging in collectiYe proElem solYing�

6ince the citi]en� her interests� and her Yalues are fundamentally 
shaped Ey her interactions Zith her community� the interactions she 
Zill entertain Zith others during the process of collectiYe decision�
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maNing haYe the potential to transform her Yalues� her interests� and 
her identity� )or 'eZey� this potential for transformation is the truest 
e[pression of the spirit of democracy� $s a result� democracy does not 
merely enaEle the tallying up of pre�giYen preferences� it enaEles these 
preferences to Ee transformed Ey engaging in ³mutual conference 
and mutual consultation and arriYing ultimately at social control Ey 
pooling� Ey putting together all of these indiYidual e[pressions of 
ideas and Zants´ �'eZey� LW ��� p� ����� 'emocracy thus crucially 
yields the prospect of personal and social transformation through  
interaction Zith others� 7hat is Zhy 'eZey reMects the classical liEeral 
reduction of democracy to a game of numEers� for him� democracy 
is not primarily a method for aggregating the diYerse interests of  
indiYiduals Zhile respecting the rights of indiYiduals� rather it is 
a method for harmonising relations EetZeen diYerse people and  
communities Ey transforming the self�conceptions� Yalues� and  
interests of citi]ens�

)or this to taNe place� citi]ens must Ee actiYely inYolYed in 
associatiYe liYing� 'eZey e[plains that true democracy reTuires  
community� He specifies�

µ:hereYer there is a conMoint actiYity Zhose conseTuences  
are appreciated as goods Ey all singular persons Zho taNe 
part in it� and Zhere the reali]ation of the good is such  
as to effect an energetic desire and effort to sustain it in  
Eeing Must Eecause it is a good shared Ey all� there is in  
so far a community¶ �'eZey� LW �� p� �����

,n practice� this shared actiYity can Ee as simple as ³taNing 
part in a game� in conYersation� in a drama� in family life´ �'eZey� 
LW �� p� ����� Eut such communicatiYe actiYities must Ee related� 
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in some Zay� to the needs and concerns of the community� 'eZey 
contends that ³>a@ssociated or Moint actiYity is a condition of the  
creation of a community´ �LW �� p� ����� 7he goal is thus to construct 
a community Ey engaging in collectiYe proElem solYing� Citi]ens 
are to Moin forces and taNe part in common endeaYours� 7hrough 
these common endeaYours� common Yalues are fostered� :ith these 
common Yalues Einding indiYiduals across social and cultural lines� a 
democratic society can hope to foster the spirit of a true and genuine 
community� 'emocracy thus enaEles the transformation of ³physical 
interdependence into moral � into human � interdependence´ �'eZey� 
LW ��� p� �����

7his emphasis on seeNing common Yalues may lead the astute 
critic to fear that 'eZey¶s democratic ideal calls for a dangerous leYel 
of homogeneity at the e[pense of diYersity� %ut that is the opposite 
of Zhat is intended� 'eZey �MW ��� p� ����Zrites�

µ7he concept of uniformity and unanimity in culture is  
rather repellent >«@ 9ariety is the spice of life� and the  
richness and the attractiYeness of social institutions de 
pend upon cultural diYersity among separate units� ,n so  
far as people are all aliNe� there is no giYe and taNe among  
them� $nd it is Eetter to giYe and taNe�¶

,n the last instance� ³the greatest e[periment in humanity´ 
crucially inYolYes ³liYing together in Zays in Zhich the life of each of 
us is at once profitaEle in the deepest sense of the Zord� profitaEle to 
himself and helpful in the Euilding up of the indiYiduality of others´ 
�'eZey� LW ��� p� ����� 7his presupposes a certain conception of 
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eTuality among memEers of the community ³Zhich recogni]es Eoth 
interdependence and the indiYiduality of each´ �)estenstein �����  
p� ���� $s 'eZey �LW �� p� ���� remarNs�

µ(Tuality denotes the unhampered share Zhich each indi 
Yidual memEer of the community has in the conseTuences  
of associated action� ,t is eTuitaEle Eecause it is meas 
ured only Ey need and capacity to utili]e� not Ey e[trane 
ous factors Zhich depriYe one in order that another may  
taNe and haYe� $ EaEy in a family is eTual Zith others� not  
Eecause of some antecedent and structural Tuality Zhich  
is the same as that of others� Eut in so far as his needs for  
care and deYelopment are attended to Zithout Eeing sac� 
rificed to the superior strength� possessions and matured  
aEilities of others�¶

Community thus presupposes a conception of eTuality Zhich� 
he continues� ³denotes effectiYe regard for ZhateYer is distinctiYe and 
uniTue in each� irrespectiYe of physical and psychological ineTualities´ 
�'eZey� LW �� p� �������� )rom the perspectiYe of society� eTuality 
is ³the form of society in Zhich eYery man has a chance and NnoZs 
that he has it � and Ze may add� a chance to Zhich no possiEle 
limits can Ee put� a chance Zhich is truly infinite� the chance to 
Eecome a person´ �'eZey� EW �� p� ���� 7his Ealance EetZeen self 
and community is the goal of democracy� Crucially� for 'eZey� this 
Ealance cannot Ee resolYed in aEstraction� ,t must Ee resolYed through 
actual community Euilding as a result of collectiYe deliEeration� for 
it is in this tasN that radical personal and social transformation is 
enaEled�
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2. Active Citizenship: Political Participation                                                                                                                                    
and Beyond

,n the political realm� 'eZey does not adYocate a return 
to $thenian�style direct democracy� He fully recognises the need 
for puElic representation and for sophisticated e[pertise in the 
contemporary conte[t� <et� he also thinNs that the puElic at large should 
Ee more deeply inYolYed in the deliEerations of the community� 7hese 
YieZs are consistent Eecause 'eZey thinNs democratic deliEeration 
is something that happens throughout society� not Must in political  
assemElies �'eZey� LW �� p� ��� 	 LW ��� p� ���� )estenstein ������ 
p� ��� e[plains� ³'eZey attaches no particular Yalue to political  
participation� his ideal of associated liYing aims to outline principles 
constitutiYe of social life as such� and not principles Zhich define the 
political sphere�´ :e should therefore understand 'eZey as seeNing 
to maNe sense of the place and promise of actiYe citi]enship in a more 
general sense than strictly political participation Zhen he Zrites�

µ)rom the standpoint of the indiYidual� >democracy@  
consists in haYing a responsiEle share according to  
capacity in forming and directing actiYities of the groups  
to Zhich one Eelongs and in participating according to  
need in the Yalues Zhich the groups sustain� )rom the  
standpoint of the groups� it demands liEeration of the  
potentialities of the memEers of a group in harmony Zith  
the interests and goods Zhich are common� 6ince eYery  
indiYidual is a memEer of many groups� this specification  
cannot Ee fulfilled e[cept Zhen different groups interact  
fle[iEly and fully in connection Zith other groups�¶ �'eZey� 
LW �� pp� ��������
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7o e[plain 'eZey¶s point further� from the perspectiYe of the 
indiYidual� democracy consists of receiYing the necessary support 
and challenge to enaEle the deYelopment of responsiEle choice� thus  
securing a life of genuine freedom �or autonomy�� from the perspectiYe 
of the group� social conditions must Ee such as to enaEle the freedom 
�or autonomy� of all to effectiYely co�e[ist Ey fostering a spirit of 
community�mindedness� 7hus� to put these together� democracy� for 
'eZey� is a form of collectiYe deliEeration� Zhere free citi]ens engage 
Zith each other in conYersation Zithin and across social groups 
�such as� families� Eusinesses� ZorNers¶ unions� schools� housing 
associations� religious communities� etc�� in pursuit of common 
goals� Crucially� he recognises that the democratic functioning of 
these groups is only generated and sustained Ey communally minded 
citi]ens�

7his� for 'eZey� also applies to the democratic state itself� the 
deYelopment of democratic citi]ens is necessary for a truly democratic 
functioning of the state� %oisYert ������ p���� notes�

³)or a state to possess at least the formal reTuirements  
of democratic e[cellence �«� citi]ens must haYe a sense  
of Eeing participants in the community¶s life� 7he puElic  
must Ee so organi]ed that it can haYe a real impact on  
guiding puElic policy >and@ the officials chosen to lead  
>«@ must Ee sensitiYe to multiple social conseTuences�  
not merely Zhether narroZ� sought�after ends Zill  
result�´

7herefore� if for classical liEerals democracy is essentially a 
mode of goYernment that respects the pre�giYen rights of indiYiduals� 
then for 'eZey democracy is defined Ey its capacity to generate 
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free citi]ens Zho haYe not only the right� Eut also the disposition 
to responsiEly and meaningfully dissent from and renegotiate any 
unacceptaEle terms of community liYing�� 7hus� the Ney feature of 
democracy is the social and moral faEric of the community as it is 
Erought to life Ey the proElem solYing efforts of citi]ens in pursuit 
of common goals �minimally� the goal of liYing as part of a common  
polity�� 7his notion of democracy thus frees indiYiduals Ey deYeloping 
their capacities to responsiEly contriEute to the life of the community 
and thus deYeloping a deeper notion of their oZn indiYiduality �that is� 
the compound of their relatedness to and separateness from others�� 
7his dialectical relationship EetZeen self and others� according to 
'eZey� is Zhat ultimately enaEles the deYelopment of a sustainaEle 
community� 7herefore� democracy¶s transformational character lies 
in mitigating� resolYing and co�creating solutions to the proElems� 
challenges� and conflicts that define our inter�personal liYes�

3. Applied Social Intelligence
³7he clear consciousness of a communal life� in all its  
implications� constitutes the idea of democracy�´ �'eZey�  
LW �� p� ����

'eZey defends eTuality� freedom� diYersity� and the Yalue 
of open communicatiYe conflict Eecause he seeNs to offer a truly  

� 7his can Ee read as an adaptation of the (uthyphro dilemma� replacing the 
tasN of defining µholiness¶ Zith that of defining µdemocracy¶� 

� )or classical liEerals� µdemocracy¶ is defined Ey the e[istence of democratic 
institutions that respect the pre�giYen nature of indiYiduals�

�  )or 'eZey�µdemocracy¶ is defined Ey the e[istence of democratic citi]ens Zho 
shape institutions such as to preserYe the e[istence of democratic citi]ens� 

7hanNs to Christopher HooNZay for pointing this out� 
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effectiYe method for peaceful liYing� 7his method reTuires self�aZare� 
eTual� open� and honest discussion among all parties� )or 'eZey� 
self�aZareness� in Eoth the personal and collectiYe senses� enaEles 
free choice� <et� self�aZareness is necessarily produced Ey friction� 
7he self only Eecomes aZare of itself as µself¶ in the unfolding drama 
of encountering a challenging Zorld to surYiYe in� 7he same goes 
for communities� $ community only comes to understand itself 
as a community as a result of e[periencing the strain of concrete 
limitations� for it is this strain that calls forth the necessity of choice� 
,n the face of proElems� Ze are not only deciding Zhat to do� Ze are 
also resolYing upon the moral character of our community�

Conscious choice� for 'eZey� enaEles intelligent self�definition� 
%ut conscious choice only emerges as a result of confrontation Zith 
limitation and resistance� 7his is Eecause� in 'eZey¶s pragmatist 
account of decision�maNing� humans pre�reflectiYely operate on the 
Easis of haEits of action and dispositions until they e[perience a 
disrupting e[perience� ,n his YieZ� it is only Zhen an eYent disrupts 
the floZ of pre�reflectiYe actiYity �'eZey� LW ��� p� ��� that humans 
truly engage in meaningful deliEeration� 7hus� meaningful thinNing 
emerges as a result of encountering resistance� 'eZey �LW ���  
p� ���� e[plains�

µOrganic interaction Eecomes inTuiry Zhene[istential  
conseTuences are anticipated� Zhen enYironing con 
ditions are e[amined Zith reference to their potentialities�  
and Zhen responsiYe actiYities are selected and ordered  
Zith reference to actuali]ation of some of the potentialities� 
rather than others� in a final e[istential situation� Resolution 
of the indeterminate situation is actiYe and operational�  
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,f the inTuiry is adeTuately directed� the final issue is the  
unified situation�¶

0oreoYer� 'eZey enYisions proElem solYing as taNing tZo 
potential forms� either �a� our thinNing enaEles us to find a Zay to 
oYercome or oEliterate an oEstacle Eefore us� enaEling us to return to 
our preYiously enMoyed end�in�sight thanNs to the estaElishment of a 
neZ haEit of action� or �E� our deliEeration leads us to aEandon the 
pursuit of the end�in�sight that can no longer Ee achieYed Eecause of 
the oEstacle� estaElishing a neZ end�in�sight and a neZ associated 
haEit of action� ,n fact� for 'eZey� options �a� and �E� are not mutually 
e[clusiYe� they operate in constant dialogue �LW ��� pp� ��������� 
,n the face of many proElems� Ze reYise our ends�in�sight Zithout 
entirely aEandoning our preYiously held ones� 7his enaEles creatiYe 
adMustments that are successful in so far as they enaEle the return to 
a comfortaEle state of routine�liNe functioning�

7he essence of 'eZeyan democracy is thus the application of 
this process to collectiYe proElems� $ccording to 'eZey� memEers of 
the puElic ought to Ee inYolYed in tasNs of collectiYe inTuiry to enaEle 
the renegotiation of communal ends and means� 7his is Zhere the 
superiority of 'eZeyan democracy in relation to liEeral democracy 
comes to the fore� liEeral democracy assumes that citi]ens merely 
pursue pre�selected and unchanging ends and that resolution of  
collectiYe proElems is only arriYed at as a result of a numerical 
rapport de force� Zhereas 'eZeyan democracy taNes seriously the 
human capacity to reYise ends and means� thus operating an inner�
transformation and a redefinition of our self�conceptions� haEits� and 
goals in light of those Ze encounter in others� 'eZey¶s democratic 
ideal thus seeNs to Ering intelligence and choice to Eear not upon the 
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satisfaction of predetermined desires� Eut upon the self�conceptions 
Ze adopt and the desires Ze chose to act upon in the face of limitation� 
challenge� and disagreement� 'eZeyan democracy is thus a method 
for fostering groZth� social peace� and a deeper sense of community� 
7o emErace this method means for citi]ens to seeN to deYelop the 
capacities and the dispositions that Zill enaEle such sophisticated 
social interactions� 7his is a tasN to Ee furthered throughout all of life� 
%ut it is education that is called upon to Ee ³the fundamental method 
of social progress and reform´ �'eZey� EW �� p� ����

4. Democratic Citizenship as an Educational  
 Achievement

³'emocracy has to Ee Eorn aneZ eYery generation� and 
education is its midZife� 0oreoYer� it is only education 
Zhich can guarantee Zidespread community of interest 
and aim� ,n a comple[ society� aEility to understand 
and sympathi]e Zith the operations and lot of others is 
a condition of common purpose Zhich only education 
can procure� 7he e[ternal differences of pursuit and 
e[perience are so Yery great in our complicated industrial 
ciYili]ation� that men Zill not see across and through the 
Zalls Zhich separate them� unless they haYe Eeen trained 
to do so�´ �MW ��� ����

,t should Ee clear Ey noZ that 'eZey¶s democratic ideal is 
more e[plicitly aEout the haEits and dispositions of citi]ens than it is 
aEout the specific structures of political and social institutions� 7hus� 
for 'eZey� the democratic nature of society crucially hinges on the 



20

วารสาร
สิทธิและสันติศึกษา ปีที่ 2 ฉบับที่ 2

sustained presence of caring� intelligent� and actiYe proElem solYing 
citi]ens� 7his means that if Ze adopt a 'eZeyan understanding of 
democracy� Ze should primarily aim for the deYelopment of citi]ens 
Zith sophisticated intellectual and moral capacities� enaEling them 
to intelligently and responsiEly respond to the full comple[ity of the 
life�Zorld in Zhich they participate� $dmittedly� the oYerZhelming 
maMority of humans Zho haYe graced this earth Zith their presence 
fall far short of this ideal� (ducation� on the 'eZeyan picture� is the 
principal means at our disposal to seeN to remedy that� 'eZey �EW 
�� p� ��� remarNs ³that education is the fundamental method of s 
ocial progress and reform´ and that ³in a comple[ society� aEility to 
understand and sympathi]e Zith the operations and lot of others is 
a condition of common purpose Zhich only education can procure� 
7he e[ternal differences of pursuit and e[perience are so Yery great 
in our complicated industrial ciYili]ation� that men Zill not see across 
and through the Zalls Zhich separate them� unless they haYe Eeen 
trained to do so´ �'eZey� MW ��� p� �����

7herefore� for 'eZey� the purpose of education is neither the 
accumulation of facts in the minds of the ignorant� nor the EestoZing 
of sNills in the metaphorical tool�Eo[es of the as�yet�untalented 
�'eZey� MW �� pp� ������� Rather� the purpose of education is the 
deYelopment of haEits of thought and action in young memEers of the 
community� such that they Ee prepared for collectiYe proElem solYing� 
or� more poetically� for continuously co�creating the communities in 
Zhich they liYe� 0attheZ /ipman e[plains the resultant pedagogical 
goal of the teacher as the creation and maintenance of a ³community 
of inTuiry´ Zhere discussions lead to thinNing µcaringly¶� µcreatiYely¶� 
µcollectiYely¶� and µcritically¶ aEout the issues at hand �/ipman� ������ 
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)rom the perspectiYe of the child� ³education means the creation of 
a discriminating mind� a mind that prefers not to dupe itself or to Ee 
the dupe of others´� and the transitional goal is thus to ³cultiYate the 
haEit of suspended Mudgement� of scepticism� of desire for eYidence� 
of appeal to oEserYation rather than sentiment� discussion rather than 
Eias� inTuiry rather than conYentional ideali]ations´ �'eZey� MW ��� 
p� ����� )rom the perspectiYe of the community� ³education should 
create an interest in all persons in furthering the general good� so that 
they Zill find their oZn happiness reali]ed in Zhat they can do to 
improYe the conditions of others´ �'eZey� LW �� p� ����� %ringing 
the tZo perspectiYes together� the goal of a truly democratic education 
is the creation of ³a desire for continued groZth >Ey supplying 
the@ means for maNing the desire effectiYe in fact´ �'eZey� MW 
�� p� ���� Crucially� for 'eZey� Ze learn Eest Ey doing� Preferring 
e[periential and interactiYe forms of learning to passiYe and aEstract 
learning� 'eZey argues that ciYic education is Eest done Ey actually 
participating in ciYic practices� 7hat is to say that learning ought to 
Ee inTuiry�Eased� social in nature� and democratic in method� for this 
Zould constitute participating in action�oriented democratic inTuiries�

HoZeYer� it is Zorth pointing out that 'eZey¶s faith in 
education is not Zithout limits� He understands and accepts that 
education alone is not capaEle of generating a truly democratic society�  
He remarNs� ³6ocial institutions� the trend of occupations� the  
pattern of social arrangements� are the final controlling influences 
in shaping minds´ �'eZey� LW �� p� ����� 7hat is Zhy 'eZey  
suggests that the democratisation of industrial relations Zould haYe 
a profoundly transformational effect upon our societies� <et� he  
EelieYes that changes of this grander type Zill only come aEout Zhen 
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citi]ens actually haYe the intellectual and moral capacity to critically 
assess the Zider social conte[t in Zhich they operate� 7hus� ³Zhile 
the school is not a sufficient condition� it is a necessary condition of 
forming the understanding and the dispositions that are reTuired to 
maintain a genuinely changed social order´ �'eZey� LW ��� p� �����

7herefore� a democratic education� for 'eZey� is Eoth  
reTuired Ey and reTuires actually participating in democratic  
actiYities� ,n other Zords� democracy reTuires concrete actualisation 
through the pursuit of common proMects� 7his democratic actualisation 
is at its root performed Ey indiYiduals�already�in�relationships�
Zith�significant�others engaged in collectiYe pursuits� inYolYed in 
the tasN of solYing communal proElems� 'eZeyan democracy calls 
upon the character of those relationships to Ee eYer more thoroughly 
democratised� for the saNe of intelligently co�creating one¶s social 
Zorld� $ccordingly� relationships ought to Ee made as free from 
oppressiYe practices and arEitrary poZer�relations as possiEle and 
oriented toZards the collectiYely Zilled mutual liEeration of all� 
8ltimately� 'eZeyan democracy calls for society to Ee rendered more 
democratic in all spheres of human relationships� from the ordinary 
relations of men and Zomen and children Zithin families and the 
school� to larger groups and communities� and eYentually the state� 
,n this sense� 'eZeyan democracy enYisions agency for democratic 
change as perYading eYery leYel of society� 'espite the fact that 'eZey  
focuses most on the psychological and cultural leYel� no one leYel is 
giYen aEsolute priority� ([perimentation in the concrete is reTuired 
to determine Zhich methods are most effectiYe at each leYel of  
society� 7hus� 'eZeyan democracy has aHegelian circular structure� 
it is ³the process of its oZn Eecoming� the circle that presupposes 
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its end as its goal� haYing its end also as its Eeginning� and only Ey 
Eeing ZorNed out to its end� is it actual´ �Hegel� ����� p� ���� 7his 
Yery process� hoZeYer� is in the final analysis Eest understood as a 
form of peaceful conflict resolution�

5. Peaceful Conflict Resolution: the Pursuit of  
 Dynamic Balance in Inter-Personal    
 Relationships

³,n the career of any impulse actiYity there are speaNing 
generally three possiEilities� ,t may find a surging�  
e[plosiYe discharge � Elind� unintelligent� ,t may 
Ee suElimated � that is� Eecome a factor coordinated 
intelligently Zith others in a continuing course of 
action� 7hus a gust of anger may� Eecause of its dynamic 
incorporation into disposition� Ee conYerted into an 
aEiding conYiction of social inMustice to Ee remedied� 
and furnish the dynamic to carry the conYiction into 
e[ecution� Or an e[citation of se[ual attraction may 
reappear in art or in tranTuil domestic attachments and 
serYices� 6uch an outcome represents the normal or 
desiraEle functioning of impulse� in Zhich� to use our 
preYious language� the impulse operates as a piYot� or 
reorgani]ation of haEit� Or again a released impulsiYe 
actiYity may Ee neither immediately e[pressed in 
isolated spasmodic action� nor indirectly employed in 
an enduring interest� ,t may Ee µsuppressed¶�
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 6uppression is not annihilation� µPsychic¶  
energy is no more capaEle of Eeing aEolished than the forms Ze 
recogni]e as physical� ,f it is neither e[ploded nor conYerted� it 
is turned inZards� to lead a surreptitious� suEterranean life� $n 
isolated or spasmodic manifestation is a sign of immaturity� 
crudity� saYagery� a suppressed actiYity is the cause of all 
Ninds of intellectual and moral pathology� One form of the 
resulting pathology constitutes µreaction¶ in the sense in 
Zhich the historian speaNs of reactions� $ conYentionally  
familiar instance is 6tuart license after Puritan restraint� 
$ striNing modern instance is the orgy of e[traYagance 
folloZing upon the enforced economies and hardships 
of Zar� the moral let�doZn after its highstrung e[alted  
idealisms� the deliEerate carelessness after an attention 
too intense and too narroZ� OutZard manifestation of 
many normal actiYities had Eeen suppressed� %ut actiYities 
Zere not suppressed� 7hey Zere merely dammed up aZaiting 
their chance´ �'eZey� MW ��� pp� ���������

,f Ze taNe the aspects of 'eZeyan democracy discussed 
so far and put them together� Ze arriYe at a distinctiYe picture of 
human relationships� ,ndeed� , contend that it offers an ideal of 
inter�personal relationship� aiming for the concrete liEeration of all 
constitutiYe memEers of the relationship� Zhile seeNing to secure the 
conditions that enaEle the continuance of the relationship itself� 7his 
ideal is therefore Eest descriEed as a dynamic process that attempts 
to Ealance tZo fundamentally conflicting demands� the demand for 
independence on Eehalf of each party� and the communal demand 
for relatedness� 'eZeyan democracy succeeds in generating groZth 
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³Zhen a temporary falling out is a transition to a more e[tensiYe 
Ealance of the energies of the organism Zith those of the conditions 
under Zhich it liYes´ �'eZey� MW ��� p������ 7hus� this tasN of 
striNing a Ealance in the face of tension and conflict is� , thinN� the 
underlying goal of 'eZey¶s democratic ideal�

7hanNs to this procedure� Ze can maNe e[plicit the releYant 
considerations for estaElishing and sustaining meaningful and peaceful 
dynamic relationships Zith others� 7he underlying assumption 
here is that human relationships are essentially defined Ey hoZ  
participants naYigate� address� and �hopefully� resolYe the proElems 
that emerge from this underlying conflict� ([perience tells us that 
inter�personal proElems are Yery liNely to emerge oYer time� no  
matter hoZ hard Ze try to aYert them� :e seem to haYe little  
control oYer the freTuency of occurrence of inter�personal proElems� 
:hat Ze are more liNely to Ee aEle to control is hoZ Ze respond to 
such proElems� 'raZing on one¶s priYate e[perience of one�to�one  
relationships� it is easy to notice that the aEsence of a certain Nind of 
Ealance has a tendency to generate destructiYe outcomes for one or 
Eoth of its constitutiYe parts� ,f this imEalance is left unaddressed for 
long enough� or if the imEalance manifests itself Yiolently enough� 
it results in EreaNdoZn� 7he relationship is terminated� %reaNdoZn 
is usually emotionally painful and can Ee at times Yiolently tragic� 
On the 'eZeyan YieZ� Ze must hope that such EreaNdoZns can Ee 
satisfactorily oYercome or transformed for fear that failure to do so 
Zill call forth further unnecessary friction� Yiolence� and eYen Zar�

7o e[plain the place of conflict and Yiolence in this conte[t� 
alloZ me to call forth tZo figures from *reeN mythology� $res and 
$thena� %oth represent tZo responses to friction� Yiolence� and Zar� 
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$res symEolises sheer Erutality and chaos� Zhile $thena symEolises 
social sNill� Zisdom� the arts of ciYilisation� craftsmanship� military 
strategy� and moral leadership� 7hey thus correspond to tZo different 
Zays of dealing Zith conflict� $res e[presses Yiolence in its arEitrary� 
saYage� and uncontrollaEle nature �he is descriEed Ey :alter %urNert 
������ p� ���� as ³oYerZhelming� insatiaEle in Eattle� destructiYe� and 
man�slaughtering´�� Zhile $thena personifies the idea of Must Zar and 
the possiEility of channelling the raZ energy of rage and Yiolence 
into controlled and reasoned action ³she is ready to fight for her oZn 
needs and rights� for cultural achieYement and human dignity and 
causes� )or the saNe of her conYictions and needs she is Zilling also 
to disregard relationships and destroy old patterns that haYe outliYed 
their usefulness´ �:hitmont� ����� p� ����� ,f $res fights to destroy� 
then $thena fights in order to defend and create� $thena¶s creatiYe 
sNills enaEle constructiYe confrontation� 6he channels Yiolent energies 
aZay from $res¶ fury� 6he enaEles humans to constructiYely engage 
Zith limitation and inter�personal strife� propitiating the need to erupt 
in the face of ineYitaEle frustration and tension� thus Eringing into 
Ealance the opposing human impulses of aggression and community 
formation Zhile aYoiding unnecessary Elood spill and chaos� 7his is 
releYant to our present purposes� Eecause� in the Prolegomena to the 
Study of Greek Religion� -ane (� Harrison ������ p� ���� claims that 
³to tell the story of the maNing of $thene is to trace the history of 
the city of $thens� to trace perhaps� in so far as they can Ee seYered� 
its political rather that its religious deYelopment´� ,n reference to the 
Eattle for the patronage of $thens� Harrison contends that Poseidon 
represented oligarchy� Zhile $thena represented democracy� Had he 
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Eeen part of the Eattle� , EelieYe it Zould haYe Eeen appropriate to 
associate $res Zith a Yiolent state of perpetual anarchy� ,n the end� Ey 
offering an oliYe tree as a sign of peace and prosperity to the people� 
$thena Zon patronage of $thens� 7his Zas in fact the Yictory of  
democracy� ³the real oEMect of the Zorship of the citi]ens Zas not the 
goddess Eut the city herself´ �Harrison� ����� p� �����

, thus summon the figure of $thena here Eecause� in the 
last analysis� , interpret the 'eZeyan conception of democracy as 
an attempt to emulate her aEility to transform Yiolent conflict into  
constructiYe change thanNs to the hallmarN actiYity of democratic 
society� that is to say� open� honest� and intelligent discussion� ,ndeed� 
Zhile $res represents the destructiYe urge Zithin all of us� the part of us 
that EelieYes that all relationships are doomed from the start� fated to end 
in disappointment and frustration� $thena represents the constructiYe 
potential in conflict� she symEolises the part of us that EelieYes 
that� Zith deft sNills and appropriate tools� eYen tense and difficult  
aspects of relationships can Ee resolYed in such a manner as to Ee mutually 
satisfying to all parties� , thus agree Zith :illiam Caspary ������  
p� ��� Zhen he claims that 'eZey¶s conception of democracy as social 
intelligence shares features Zith the art of conflict�resolution� <et� 
this resolution is alZays a ZorN in progress� Rather liNe a plate atop 
the pole of a plate spinner� our relationships �political and otherZise� 
can only find their respectiYe points of eTuiliEria as they are in  
motion� for it is the motion that proYides the energy that� depending 
on human craftsmanship� has the potential to Ealance or unEalance 
the Zhole affair� ,f the plate spinner¶s challenge consists in redirecting 
physical energies that threaten to push a plate off its graYitational 
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centre� then the democratic challenge consists in re�directing human 
energies that threaten to pull relationships and society too far out of 
their oZn points of eTuiliEria� 7he 'eZeyan hope is that� through 
intelligent suElimation of destructiYe psychic energies Ze� as a 
collectiYe� can Eetter reach such eTuiliEria�

Conclusion
,n sum� Ze haYe seen that 'eZey¶s democratic ideal offers 

a dynamic conception of democratic life transforming the self�
conceptions� Yalues� and interests of citi]ens through collectiYe 
proElem solYing� 0oreoYer� Ze haYe seen that 'eZeyan democracy 
enYisions actiYe citi]enship as reTuiring more than mere political 
participation� Eut rather the Zillingness to participate in communal 
proMects that enaEle the deYelopment of one¶s capacities for intelligent 
proElem solYing and ethical reasoning� 7his conception of democracy 
as a set of practices Zhich alloZ for the intelligent co�creation of one¶s 
community in response to e[perienced strains Ze may call µapplied 
social intelligence¶� Zhich can Ee deYeloped through educational  
processes that focus on the e[periential aspects of practical democratic 
deliEeration� 8ltimately� , haYe argued that 'eZeyan democracy 
is Eest understood as a form of peaceful conflict resolution Zhich  
pursues a dynamic Ealance in interpersonal relationships� enaEling 
the deYelopment of the capacities of all as harmoniously as possiEle�

,n response� one might Zorry that 'eZeyan democracy is 
too Yague to serYe as a Elueprint for political action� HoZeYer� in 
response� , Zould argue that it is precisely 'eZey¶s capacity to  
escheZ a programmatic conception of democracy in faYour of a 
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more processiYe Yision that enaEles 'eZeyan democracy to Ee most  
responsiYe to the present crisis of democratic Yalues� ,nstead of 
merely insisting on the need to preserYe liEeral democracy in its 
present form� 'eZey¶s democratic ideal proYides reasons to ensure 
that certain ethical principles are fostered as citi]ens deliEerate as 
to hoZ to reform e[isting democracies� 7his step EacN from the 
immediate demands of politics alloZs 'eZey to potentially sidestep 
)uNuyama¶s epistemic arrogance� moral Elindness to difference� and 
the political Tuiescence Zhich threatens to diYorce the success of 
democracy from the µciYic agency¶ �%oyte� ����� of actual citi]ens� ,n 
the face ofongoing social and political turmoil� Ze need a conception 
of democratic life fit for purpose and aEle to deliYer a Yision of 
the role of citi]ens and ciYic agency in a Zorld mostly defined Ey 
potential conflict� uncertainty� and flu[� , hope to haYe shoZn that 
'eZey¶s democratic Yision of social life and of educationproYides a 
promising response to this historic challenge�
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