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Introduction
7his EooN is Zritten and done in ���� or fiYe year after the 

���� attacN and all the conseTuences that appear afterZards� %ettina 
.och from the Political 6cience 'epartment� 9irginia Polytechnic 
,nstitute and 6tate 8niYersity� %lacNsEurg� 9$ EelieYes that this is 
the time to stop all forms of the aEstinence NnoZn among political 
scientists from the concept of state in discussions on terrorism and 
Yiolence�

0a[ :eEer¶s old definition that ³state as the only human 
community « the monopoly on the use of legitimate physical force´ 
has neYer Eeen challenged seriously� 7ypically� the *eneYa ConYen-
tion and the 81¶s position to the legitimacy >of using force@ is to looN 
at the legitimacy as a proElem of >,nternational@ /aZs�
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Political theorists� hoZeYer� e[pand the Tuestion of >use  
of force@ legitimacy as the Tuestions of norms� social� and ethical� 
)or instance� Hennis �Politics and practical science� %asingstoNe� 
PalgraYe 0acmillan ����� YieZs that legitimacy rests Zith the peo-
ple and not Zith the international community of states� 7his position 
leads to :aldron¶s YieZ �Torture, terror, and trade-offs: Philosophy 
for the White House� O[ford� O[ford 8niYersity Press ����� that 
³states can¶t Ee terrorist� Eut states can Ee terrori]ers´�

$lthough ³state terrorism´ is not acNnoZledged Ey ,nter-
national /aZ� Eut state terrrorism may Tualify as a social fact� ,n 
fact� some theorists haYe differentiated EetZeen terrorism �creation  
a sense of fear� usually Ey the use of symEolic acts of physical Yio-
lence� to influence the political EehaYior of a giYen target group� 
and Yiolence �illegimate use of force against the rights of ³Others´��

8sing the cases in this EooN� the author .och reYeals the 
similar strategies of state¶s legitimi]ing Yiolence and�or the use of 
terrorist tactics� 7hese strategies� hoZeYer� haYe Eeen proYen to eYade 
any solution to internal conflicts� it is not too far to suggest that 
³terrorist tactics triggers more Yiolence instead of less´ �.och p� ���

Book Organization
7he EooN is organi]ed through the principle %asic�,nterna-

tional /aZs and the use of armed forces Ey states as an international 
legal frameZorN folloZed Ey the e[amples of aEuses of this legitima-
cy� i�e�� terrorism rhetorics is used Ey state actors to estaElish control 
oYer citi]ens and space to operate� 7hese e[amples are taNen from 
the three different cases of 6tate 9iolence in ,ndia� in 7hailand� and 
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(gypt under 0uEarraN¶s Regime� 7he further e[amples for 6tate¶s 
aEuse of armed forces use are taNen from the more historical 0aoist 
China in the past and the post�0ao China� 7he interesting part of this 
Chapter on China is on e[planation of the nature of the terror system 
that is defined Ey the unTuestioned primacy of the communist party�

7he interesting part of this Chapter on China is its author¶s 
analysis on the eYolYing 1ature of the Chinese ³terroristic´ element 
in the system from a ³reYolutionary´ �Erutal� to a ³goYerning´ regime 
�less Erutal� to adapt into a groZingly comple[ society and groZing  
economy� 7he last part of the EooN is filled Ey a tZo e[amples of 
under�researched issues� outsourcing Yiolence and e[porting Yiolence� 
)or the first e[ample� %ilEerman tells hoZ the Russian goYernment 
released an emEe]]ler in ���� to Zrestle Chechnya¶s *ro]ny from 
the separatists¶ control� (arlier in ����� separatists under 'udayeY¶s 
leadership demanded Chechnya¶s independence from Russia and Zas 
responded Zith supply of armed forces Ey President <eltsin� $fter  
����� Putin¶s iron�fist policy got a large support from Russian 
citi]ens after Russian cities Zere EomEed Ey allegedly Ey the 
Chechen separatists� 7he e[ample for ³e[porting´ Yiolence is giYen 
through the drones striNes Ey the 86 armed forces in the 0iddle (ast 
and 6outh $sian countries�

Evaluation
7his EooN is a good reminder that the real damages inflicted 

to the social and political settings all oYer the places Zhere the state 
terror and Yiolence taNes place are no longer sufficient to Ee taNen care 
of through social and political analyses� :hile human rights adYocates 
and others haYe Eeen clamoring for a more serious discussion on the 
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fate of the Yictims of state �either foreign or local� terror and Yiolence 
Ey the name of ³state security´ or any other laEels� the legal counter-
parts among the adYocates� e[perts and academics haYe Eeen lagging 
Eehind�

7he EooN offers a different Zay to looN at Zhat most states 
haYe Eeen trying to do in the name of� Must to name a feZ� ³state 
security´� ³security and order´� ³legal enforcement´� etc that haYe 
Eeen launched most of the time through rush and undemocratic 
decisions�

7he folloZ�up for the political Zay out to reduce the 
maleYolent effects of state terror and Yiolence� hoZeYer� are most of 
the time highly dependent on the rather uniYersal political decision 
maNing procedures through elections� representation� maMority rules� 
state authority� etc� 7hese procedures are Yery unliNely to Ee falling 
Zithin the reach of the politically and� thus� economically poorest of 
the poor� )or this limitation� this EooN has rarely reYealed any Eright 
and hopeful Zays out�


